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RAW MATERIAL

HE most interestlng period of
the history of Duluth s that
in which the first Dromptings
o commercial expansion were ra.
qonded to and the city began
1 growinto the proportions that
1 grow into the proportions that
pave ow Dbeen realized, It is scarcely
eredible that the whole history of the
present city, which s probably the
dehest In proportion o its population
of any in the United States, may be
ged within the term of 35 years;

—

ra.

e prime of life should distinctly re-
pember when the present heart of
the city was a dense forest. But it
is the tact.

pututh may well be dated from 1870,
prior to that was chaos. In 1863 came
ihe first indication of a large and more
or less fixrd population. Almost at
ace the cliy began to figure in the
greatesl schemes of finance then being
Geveloped and the place grew ke a
mining camp. But it was a very dif-
forent affair from the Duluth of today
and the difficulties that must then be
overcome In getting to it and the de-
pressing appesrance of the place are
best deseribed in the reminiscences of
some of (he pioneers of the early days,
Morace Saxton. W. . Spalding,
Charles F. Johnson, George R. Stuntz
and R. C. Miichell, who all, some few
years a0, set down what they remem-
bered of the city as it was In 1870.

Commodore Saston. who afed In
1335, shortly after telling what he re-
membered of the early days, came to
the head of the lakes with the first of
the ploneers. As to what Duluth
lcoked like when he first saw it Com-
modore Saxton said:

“There were no surveys made unti]
1855, and no buildings. There were
waders and Indians. There were
trading posts down on Minnesota
PoinL After '36, when people got pre-
emptions they began to build little
douses. J. B. Culver built a little saw
rill on the Point. I lived down on the
Point in the lighthouse. I was the
first man who ever put a light in the
lghthouse and I lived there with my
family, I brought my family here in
1565 and bought from Mr. Culver the
pace now occupied by Wieland's
leather factory.

“I do not think there were more than
100 prople Iocated here in 1866 and
they did not increase in number for a
Fear or iwo. There was quite an in-
erease in onpulation after we com-
menced working on the docks.

“The principal occupation of the
people wis in clearing the land for set-
tlement. I came over on this slde from
o3 Sup-rior in 1863 and was shortly
afierwards elected chairman of the
tovn hovrd and held that office and
¥is also street commissioner when
there were few streets. I had control
ai that time of all the pubiic improve-
ments that were made. There was no
ksy of taxes. I would mot cut roads
for anyone who would not furnish tha

fe lumber interests then undeveloped:
the graln producing quality of the land
for a thousand miles to the west; th

North Side of Superior Street, East and West of

Lake Avenue.

money to pay men for constructing
sidewalks.

SUPERIOR STREET WAS
A FOREST GULLY

Duluth commenced about Superior
street and ran,from there three miles
southeast down Lake avenue and AMin-
nesota Point. There was nothing of
Duluth on the west side aof Lake av-
enue. There were three thoroughfares
—Lake avenue, Superior avenue and
Minnesota avenue. In 1870, where the
Spalding and Lyceam row stand, there
was nothing but a forest gully. I
cleared off all of two acres to fill in
the gully where the center 3f the busi-
ness district now Is. 1n 1871 we cut
through as far as Oneota, but in that
year and the next Superior Street was
hardly passable. Windrows of logs
and underbrush made it almost Impos-
sible for a foot passenger to make Lis
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LDING IN 1906.

way through the mass of debris. In
1871 or '72 we had a blg burning of
timber and cleened off a good deal of
the heaviest of the woorl.”

W W, Spalding, who gave his name
to the big Duluth hostelry, came to the
Lake Superior country in 1845 and was
at Superior very early in the fifties.
He was here before the first panic
and was largely engaged in copper
mining ir this region. He came to
Duluth to Hve in 1870 and opened a
general store on the corner whera
the Spalding now Is.

“I did some trading with the In-
dians,” sald ‘Mr. Spalding years ago
in recalling his first experiences, “and
got my pay geuerally In furs. There
was not much cash in circulgtion.

here were only two or three other
stores In Duluth at the tlme. J. C.
Hunter had a store. Al of our mer-
chandize came In by boat. The Min-
nesota Polnt canal was cut through, I
think, in 1872 or 1873. Superior street

)

Built on the Site of the Bay View Hotel.

Farm and Timber
Lar

nds

I 6,000 Actes I

Farming lands 1in townships 51
and 52, range 12, St. Louls county,
will gell for $8 to $10 per acre In
tracts to suit on easy payments.

1120,000 Acres

Of fertile farming lands In St. Louls
county, adjoining Cloquet river,
will sell In tracts to sult on easy

th

Price of 1y, .
erty mber;
lariy adapted for working people.

2ll level Jand and of the richestsoll. Most of it has timber grow-

8; It cut, would pay for the land. Also have 21 clalms of fir timber

Douglas county, Oregon, adjolning Smith river; will sell for $17
Der acre. These claims have from 4,000,000 to £000,000 feet of fir
mber standing. These tracts area bargaln, considering the present
also have largeamount of valuable residence prop-
In West Duluth: sell on easy payments; most of this s particu-

at §6 per acre. This s

G. A. RYDBERG

411 Torrey Bldg.

was the only street and our
principal ‘business was living on the
hopes of the future and what little
trade could be picked up. After the
railroad came there was some busi-
ness.” In 1886 Mr. Spalding sold out
his store and undertook the building of
the hotel, which still bears -his name
and insures the perpetuation of his
fame.

STAGING FROM
ST. PAUL IN 1870

Charles F. Johnson came to Duluth
by stage In the latter part of March,
1870, and the story of how he made
the trip and what he found here upon
his arrival—and that was In the year
in which the railroad was completed—
is Interesting, Mr. Johnson had been
living in St. Paul and was recently
married. Here s his story in his own
words:

“Arriving at Hinckley we found shel-
ter In a very primitive shack made of
culled lumber with & tar paper cover-
Ing, which was by courtesy called a
hotel. It was kept by a Mr. Baker, who
was afterwards the proprietor of the
Bay View house at Duluth.

“Here we spent as comfortable a
night as was possible with the knowl-
edge that we had to turn out at 3
o'clock {n the morning to take the
stage agaln. Fortunalely the weather
proved mild for the Season. but the
long ride In a conveyance that was only
partly covered by canvas, and In
which we were embedded in hay, was

and very w . A
man named Willard was among the
passengers and he was afterwards en-
gaged In business in Duluth under the
firm name of Willard & Mercer.

“We arrived at Superior after a

Journey of 20 hours and put up at the
Avery house, The next morning I
crossed the bay and landed on Min-
resota Point and stopped at Shaw &
Ingalls’ store.
“Duluth was then a straggling vil-
lage of about a thousand people and
Superior street was simply a wagon
road, cut through ridges and bridged
over gullles, with balustraded side-
walks over the deepest of the holes.
[The business had formed its nucleus
on Minnesota Point, was now moving
up on Superlor street—for as yet there
had been but slight attempt at grad-
Ing any of the avenues—and centraifz.
ing at the base of the Point near Lake
avenue. There ware no substantial
buildings on Superior street and it was
pgw. .at least, used for yesidences.

“The Markells, the Nettletons, Mar-
vins and Rays reslded on Superfor
street in houles of unpretentious char-
acter. Col JI\B. Culver had built a
new residence, the finest house in town i
on First street. The Clarke house, 2
rather ambflious two-story frame
structure, had been eompléeted on the!
present site of the Metropolitan Block,
but was not yet open. The Bay View
house, on the present site of the Pal-
ladio, was the only ‘first class' hotel
running. On the lake front a small
army of men were employed laying
the foundations for a graln elevator
and constructing a breakwater in front
of it, towards which the Lake Superlor
& Mi railroad was
ing approaches of heavy ecrib w
and stone, Between the breakwater
and the Bay View hotel were a goodly
number of business houses of the us-
ual frame store-front pattern. Of
these J. C. Hunter's was located farth-
est east, with a stock of general mer-
chandise, and W. W. Spalding’s was
the farthest west. The Spalding store
was on the site of the Spalding hatel,

“Scattered between these extremes
were C. Poirfer, Peter Dean, John
Drew, EQ Nash, Hunter & Cottrell,
Sawyer & Davls, the banking house of
General George B. Sargent, with real
estate offices 100 numerous to mention
and saloons to an unlimited number
sandwiched in between

“I met a number of men whom 1
had known In St. Paul and others to
whom I had letters of introduction and
I found them all equally busy buying
and selling, haullng and building,
planning and scheming—not only for
themselves but for the new city at
the head of Lake Superlor, which was
Just then on the eve of its first great
boom."

The building up of the first boom,
its collapse and the utter g of

T
was rlch or getting rich and \hinss'
went on thls way until the news came
©f the failure of Jay Cooke, The town
was bound up in the schemes of the
financler and was the first to feel the
effect of the fallure and to feel it most
Ditterly—though it presaged a smash
for the whole country. Businesc was
almost wholly suspended and at once.
This Is not an easy thing to appre-
clate now when there are so° many
diverse Interests to protect the public
8gainst a general smash. When Jay
Cooke failed it was as though the
heavens had fallen.

“Newspapers, like everything elsé,
were obliged to quit galloping and be
coatent with creeping, and, finally, In
1873, the effect upon the Tribune was
felt 5o keenly that I stopped the pub-
Meation of the daily and continued
only the weekly. When the full effects
of the panic were felt probably four-
fifths of the business men either fail-
€4 or stopped dolng business to avold
impending fallure, and for the two
vears following, one printer, a small
boy and myself composed the entire
force of the Tribune. The weekly It
was even necessary to reduce 1o a five-
column follo. The news matter was
sad and advertising scarce. And it
was 0ot until 1878 that matters im-
proved enough to warrant me in tak-
ing over the Minnesotan.”

George R, Stuntz, who was intim-
ately connected with more of the
greater events of Duluth's early his-
tory than any other individual, re-
called some years ago how Jay Cooke |
came into the development scheme at]
the head of the lake, As suryeyor and
explorer Mr. Stuntz had beer connect- |
ed with the expansion work at Duluth
and Superior from the very first. e !
surveyed a great portlon of the country
near Lake Superfor In both Minnesota |
and Wisconsin and was a large land-
owner. He was quoted as saying:

HOW JAY COOKE . l
CAME TO BOOM DULUTH

“The permanent growth of Duluth'
commenced in 1867 and 1868 with the |
beginning of construction on the Lake
Superfor & Mississippt road. Although

the company commenced tn build at
St. Paul, in violation of thelr charter,
strangers began to look this way for
investment and for sites for business.
St. Paul gave the rallroad company
a bonus in city bonds of $230,000 and
started the location and construction
at that city, The company had to pay
on the {rofl and material shipped by
rail from Milwaukee and Chicazo abaut
$200,000 more than it would have cost
to snip by lake from Cievcland to Du-
luth—as the iron would have come if
the construction had begun at this end.
This action retarded the development
of Duluth for a couple of years.

“In January, 1868, T went to New
York city and had an interview with
General George B. Sargent, formerly
surveyor genefal of Iowa, llinnesota
and Wisconsin, and called his aiten-
tion to the wealth of the country trib-
utary to Duluth the mineral resources,

supply of food flsh in Lake
Superfor as well as In the 10,000 fa-
terfor lakes {n Minnesota, and last, but
not least, to the immense schoo! fund.
After investigating these matters for
severa! weeks he sald to me: 1If I had
Interests up there I would be Incllned
to g0 up and give Duluth a start for
a few years I sald, “I will maka you
interested; I will sell you 40 lots fn
upper and lower Duluth for a thousand
dollars,” and he gave me a check and
I wrote out the deed.

“Shortly after this I had oceasion to

visit Washington. General Sargent
me as far as P

and there I stopped for the might and
In the morsing I met Montgomery, an
agent who had been up here in 1848
examining the slate formation on the
St. Louls river above Thomson. He
told me there was a man in the city
who wanted to see me.

““If you are golng to stop In the
city today,’ he satd, ‘I will take you to
him and glve you an Introduction’ I
consented and about 10 o&'clock we
started down Walnut street to Jay

Mr. Cooke had been solicited to raise
funds to complete the Lake Superior
& Mississlppf railroad—In other words
to float bonds sufficlent to liquidate
the ingsbtedness and raise money
enough to complete the road. I was
Introduced to Mr. Cooke.

“‘I understand,’” he sald, "you sre &
surveyor and acquainted with the
country between Duluth and St. Paul
I am told that the road has a grant of
ten sectlons to the mile from the gen-
eral government and I want to know
what is the present and prospective
value of this grant.”

“I told him that I had been over
the route for several years ana that
the country was well watered; that
from 30 to 35 miles out from St. Paul
it was rather a sandy surface; and told
him the possibilities of weath as the
route came up towards the head of the
lakes; that if this road was completed
the 1and would be worth from 10 to 15
dollars an acre; that from Pine City
to Duluth there was a growth of pine
that would be worth three dollars @
thousand and that there was from
eight to forty thousand feet per acre.

“A few weeks later Cooke negotlated
the bonds znd General Sargent con-
cluded to come to Duluth and did
come In May, 1869, bringlng funds,
furnished by E.. W. Clarke & Co.,
bankers, of Philadelphla, and Jay
Cooke & Co., to bulld the Clarke house,
the Bay View house and the Eplscopal
church. On the fifteenth of 3ay, 1859,
1 laid off the lot upon which the
Clarke house was built in & dense for-
est of cedar and fir. I remember well
that the snow was two feet deep in
places.

“These events started business' in
Duluth and 1869 was an eventful year
for the future city.”

How eventful it was jt 13 not neces-
fary to let Mr. Stuntz tel] farther. It
Is worthy of remark, though, that the
Tocal situation was looking up and the
Weekly Minnesotan was moved to
print a paragraph requesting that the
parties who had surreptitiously bor-
rowed the public plow return it to the
authoritles as It was necessary to
carrying out some coatercplated pub-

lic improvements.

-

Bay View

Hotel in 1870 Occupying the Site of the Palladio.

the hopes of Duluthare told of by R. C.
Mitchell, in his reminiscences of early
Journallsm. Mr. Mitchell had estab-
Hshed the Tribune at Superior and
moved it over unceremonlously to Dua|
luth, May 1, 1870 He says:

BLOWING UP AND
BURSTING THE BUBBLE

“It (tke Tribune) at once became
prosperous, and in a few months was
s0 crowded with advertising that In
the following August I was obliged to
enlarge the weekly to an eight-column
follo, and even then. motwithstanding,
fts Increase In size, hardly a week
passed when it was not necessary, on
acaount of the pressure of advertising,
to keep out a great deal of news mat-
ter. At that time every one adver-
tised; everything was so unsettled that
the newspaper was the mouthplece of
all sorts and conditions of people.
Draymen, wood sawyers, washer wo-
men, plasterers, carpenters, profes-
sional people—all advertised. Mer.
chants adverilsed with boundless liber.
ality. The Tribune continued to be
published as & weekly until May 15,
1872, and then the great volume of
business arising from the phenomenal
growth of the young city dictated the
publication of a six-column Jally
paper. Accordingly, in addltion to the
weekly Tribune, I commenced on that
date the publication of the Dally
Tribune, every evening except Sunday,
giving the Aesoclated Press dispatches,
During 1870-1-2 the Tribuna never had
less than 15 employes. The Minneso-
tan also did a falr business, that be-

.
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We Sell Real Estate Placed in Our Care, and Collect Rents Promptly.

L. MENDENHALL

Established 1869

MENDENHALL & HOOPES

T. W. HOOPES

- REAL ESTATE

Loans, Rentals and insurance
203 First National Bank Building

DULUTH, MINN.

Telephones: Bell 53, Zenith 59,

Fire Insurance Written in Strorg Board Companles.

ing the only other paper
“The state of the newspapers indl-
cated the state of the town. Everyone
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